
Dear President Jim Yong Kim and the Executive Directors to the Board of the World Bank’ 
 
In advance of tomorrow’s meeting where a final World Bank Board decision will be made on the 
Inspection Panel request of the Sengwer indigenous people regarding the Kenya Natural Resource 
Management Project (IDA Credit No. 42770), we wish to remind you of the action plan that the 
Sengwer propose is needed as a matter of urgency. This is included in the attached document, 
alongside the reasons why the Management-proposed action plan is wholly insufficient as it stands. 
 
Further, we would like to highlight the fact that the Sengwer were not properly consulted by the Bank 
Management on the Management-proposed Action Plan. Apart from one very brief meeting with a 
small number of Sengwer, there was no follow up, no time to have an internal community discussion 
on that meeting and feedback, and crucially, the Sengwer were certainly not invited to give 
comments on the action plan before it was submitted to the board. We therefore have little choice 
but to petition the President and the Executive Directors directly with our views now. 
 
There was also the breaking of confidentiality (as has already been raised by the anonymous 
requesters to the inspection panel), when the requesters had wanted all along to remain anonymous. 
This action, apart from being against the rules agreed on, also meant that they could not properly 
engage in an atmosphere that they were not comfortable. 
 
We would also like to remind you of the strength of public feeling of the injustice done to the 
Sengwer, and the need for concerted action on the part of the World Bank. The Avaaz petition to the 
World Bank following the latest mass eviction of the Sengwer earlier this year, gained over 950,000 
signatures 
(see http://www.avaaz.org/en/stop_the_forced_evictions_loc_kenya_pa_uk/?bHTAbab&v=35531 
 
We would also like to bring to your attention the following article by John Vidal in today's Guardian, 
which underlines the point that the Sengwer's complaint to the World Bank has not been about 
human beings versus the environment, but about ensuring a win-win for both according to which the 
Sengwer can achieve respect for their human rights, and be supported as the best possible custodians 
of their ancestral lands and forests (see http://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/2014/sep/29/world-bank-kenya-forest-dwellers 
 
We thank you in advance for your attention on this crucial and urgent matter, 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Peter Kitelo, 
Kenya Forest Indigenous Peoples Network (FIPN) 
On behalf of the requesters, the Sengwer indigenous people 
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